
Web User Guide 
SECTION 1 - NAVIGATION  

Subsection 1a - Functions and features of the Home page 

Once you log onto the site and have selected your flag product you will arrive at the homepage.  

 

 

1. Change Product – This button allows you to change to another flag product if you subscribe 
to multiple products. 

2. Log Out – Click here to leave the product 
3. Digital Equivalence – Here you will find the letters of equivalence from flag states.  
4. Useful Links – This button provides a list of useful links 
5. Contact Us – This button gives you details on how to contact Regs4ships 
6. Flag state – This navigation bar provides you with links to your specific flag state regulatory 

documents (for more information see Section 3 – Flag State content). 
7. International – This navigation bar provides you with links to the international documents 

that your level of subscription gives you access to (for more information see Section 4 – 
International content. 

8. You are here – This is a series of links that tracks your position within the site. This will 
enable you to move backwards to previous sections by clicking on the link to the section you 
require.  

9. Search – This is the search box (for more information see the Section 2 - Search)  
10. Updates – This section shows the most recent updates to your subscribed products. You can 

click on the links to review the documents. To see more updates click on the 'All Updates' 
link in the bottom right corner of this panel. 
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11. Popular Pages – This section lists a series of links to help you access the most popular 
sections of the site including a breakdown of the IMO section. 

12. Corporate Homepage – Clicking this link will log you out of the regulatory product and take 
you back to the Regs4ships log-in screen. 

13. Regs4ships logo – Clicking on the logo will bring you back to the homepage and keep you 
logged in. 

Subsection 1b - Functions and Features of Document pages 

Page Sets 

We provide some very large documents on the website and to make it easy for you to navigate we 
have split them down into page sets – generally providing the document in a section-by-section 
format.  When you open one of these documents you will arrive at an index page showing the 
content. 

 

This index page will give you links to individual sections of the document which can help you locate 
the information you need.  Once you have selected a section you will be taken to the first page 
where you will see the page set navigation links – on the left hand side. 

1. These links allow you to move backwards and forwards through the page set.  By clicking on 
the appropriate link you can move either one page forward from your current position, one 
page backward from your current position, to the first page of the set or to the last page of 

the set.  If the link is ‘greyed out’ you are in a position 
where the ‘greyed’ options are not possible.  
 
2. There is also an indicator below which tells you exactly 
which page you are on within the set as well as telling you 
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how many pages there are in that particular set. 

Document History 

Throughout the site you will find Document History panels – these are used to provide information 
on the current status of the document.  They are found just above the main content of the page and 
below the ‘You are here’ breadcrumb trail. 

 

These panels often show links to amending documents or previous versions of the document or may 
just provide a brief history of the document.   

Most international key documents are updated by amending them directly on the site – this means 
that we do not have to wait for consolidated versions of the documents to be published.  Where a 
document has been amended you will find details of the amending legislation, along with links 
(where appropriate) in the document history panel.  

Sometimes, where an amendment has been applied to the original document a contrasting colour is 
used so that it is easy to see where the changes have been made, this too will be documented in the 
document history panel. 

Associated documents 

Links to other relevant documents can be found in the Associated Documents panel on the left-hand 
side of the page below the Page Set Links.  You will find the documents listed by title and below it 
the flag state and type of document it is.   

 

 

These links may have been referred to in the main document or elsewhere on the site. 

Archives 



Where we have sufficient redundant documents they may be located in an archive section.  You will 
find a link to the archive section on the main index pages under the section title.   

 

You may also find archived versions of current documents listed either in the ‘history’ or ‘associated 
documents’ sections of the current version.  

Subject Index 

You will find a link to an alphabetical list of subjects on the far right of the Flag State menu bar. 

 Here you will find an A-Z list of topics and their associated documents. By clicking on the letters you 
can select the listing for a particular letter. 

 

The topics beginning with the selected letter will be shown in bold lettering and the associated 
documents will be shown as links below each heading. 



 

 

Categories 

Some index pages may contain a category tab. This will generally appear at top centre of the page 
and may be accompanied by the archive tab (mentioned above). 

 

When you click on this tab you will be able to select from a range of categories.  Each category will 
contain a list of relevant document. The list entries are provided as links so that you can access the 
documents easily.  The category selected is indicated in the bar above the menu tabs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section 2 - SEARCH 

The site search can be found at the top right hand side of the page under the flag state and 
international links. 

 

The search works in much the same way as a Google search. Below we have provided some tips to 
help you. 

Keep it simple Use the name of the object, place or concept that you are looking for 
(e.g., exhaust, recycling or hazardous materials). 

We have written a custom thesaurus which contains general spelling variations (e.g., bouy/buoy) and 
spelling mistakes (e.g., tommorow, freind, etc.) and maritime-specific synonyms and abbreviations 
(e.g., CO2 / Carbon Dioxide, AC / Air Conditioning / Alternating Current,). 

Add relevant words If you do not get the results you want after doing a simple search try being 
more precise. For example: 

• First try: exhaust gas 
• More precise: exhaust gas cleaning 
• Even more precise: exhaust gas cleaning systems 

Use only the important words the search will ignore 'noise words' like prepositions and conjunctions 
(e.g., and, but, nor, so, yet, for). 

Filtering Use the left-hand panel to filter your results; show results from a particular section or 
subject group or show/hide archived documents. 



  

Note that punctuation can make a difference (e.g., "masters review" will return a different set of 
results than "master's review"). 

Search for an exact phrase the search will ignore 'noise words' (and, but, so, for, etc.) so use quotes 
to search for an exact phrase (e.g., “Collision of Ships in Restricted Visibility"). Note that single 
quotes are just apostrophes, not functional characters like double quotes, and will not return the 
same results. 

Wildcard searching Find variations of words (e.g., man* will find manning, manual, management, 
etc.). 

Find search terms within the page Click on the icon at the end of each result link to see the 
matching terms within the raw indexed content. 

 



When you navigate to the actual page you can use the browser's search feature to locate particular 
terms. In most browsers hold Ctrl and hit F to open the search dialog (Command/Apple and F on 
Macs), hitting Enter/Return will move to the next match. If it is a pdf you will need to view it in 'full 
page' mode to use this feature. 

Section 3 - FLAG STATE CONTENT  

Flag state documents can be located using the flag state navigation at the top of each page or by 
using the 'popular pages' links on the homepage. 

 

 

The type of document may vary according to the flag state that you are logged into but all flag state 
products contain documents that fall into the following categories:- 

1. Digital Equivalence – Flag state issued documents stating that a vessel flagged to that 
particular state can replace some or all of their printed documents with electronic versions 
(CD, DVD or Internet based) and remain compliant with the carriage of nautical publication 
requirements. 
 

2. Legislation -statutory law documents which have been produced by the flag state in order to 
regulate, to authorise, to sanction, to grant, to declare or to restrict vessels flagged to that 
particular state. 



 
 

3. Notices – These consist of instructions, bulletins, circulars, guidance, letters or information 
published by the flag state. 
 

4. Forms - We offer our product users the ease and convenience of web access for many flag 
state published forms. 
 

5. Miscellaneous documents – These are documents published by the flag state which do not 
fall into any of the above mentioned categories – they may be additional codes or guides, 
manuals, handbooks, reports, memoranda or registration information. 

 

Section 4 - INTERNATIONAL CONTENT  

 

IMO, ILO and EU legislation, UK M Notices and Instructions to Surveyors are held in the International 
content section which can be accessed by using the International links at the top of each page or by 
using the popular pages links on the homepage. 

 

Each section contains relevant documentation from each of the bodies mentioned – see below. 

IMO 

Circulars 
Codes 
Guidelines 
IMDG (if included in your subscription) 
MARPOL 



SOLAS 
STCW 
Other conventions 
Resolutions 
Unified interpretations 
Forthcoming amendments 
SOPEP contact points 

ILO 

Codes of practice 
Conventions 
Guidance and Guideline documents 
Protocols 
Recommendations 
 

EU 

Directives 
Regulations 

Miscellaneous - These are documents published by international bodies which do not fall into any of 
the above mentioned categories – they may be additional codes or guides, manuals, handbooks, 
reports or memoranda  

IMO Forthcoming Amendments 

We have an IMO Forthcoming Amendments section on the Regs4ships product which may be of use 
to you. This can be found by navigating to the IMO section of our product and on the right hand side, 
there’s an icon of a calendar labelled See Forthcoming Amendments. 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on this icon for a list of all the known future changes to IMO Conventions and Codes.  The links 
are displayed in a scrolling calendar format with the next changes appearing first.  You may select 
other dates by clicking on them, the ones in red are future changes and the ones in dark grey are 
those already applied. 



 

 

By clicking on one of the links in the yellow bordered box you are then given details of the change, 
the date it is in force, and how the actual changes will look when the amendment comes into force: 



 

On the left hand side of the page, we have Associated Documents which link to the regulation and 
the amending resolution. 

 

DMR International content  

Alongside the flag state documentation, Regs4ships also provides access to international 
documentation at our premium and professional subscription levels. 

Premium 



Our intermediary subscription package boasts all the content of our Standard product, including 
Maritime & Coastguard Agency ‘M Notices’, Port State Control Guidelines and Requirements, MCA 
Code of Safe Working Practices (CoSWP), Ship Captains’ Medical Guide and Anti-Piracy guidelines.  

It also gives you access to a range of international documentation: 

International Convention 
for the Safety of Life at Sea  
(SOLAS) 
 
The fully amended IMO 
version of SOLAS, including all 
amendments MSC. 350(92). 
Unified Interpretations: 
Also provided: Unified 
Interpretations to the 1974 
SOLAS convention and 
associated instruments. 
 

International Convention for 
the Prevention of Pollution  
from Ships (MARPOL) 
 
Includes all MARPOL 1973/78 
articles, protocols and annexes 
and Unified Interpretations. 
Includes all MEPC.238(65) 
amendments. 

International Convention 
on Standards of Training, 
Certification and  
Watchkeeping (STCW) 
 
Includes all amendments in 
force 1st January 2008 (Annex 
9 of MSC. 209(81) and STCW.6/ 
Circ. 10). 
Also includes  STCW 2010 
Manila Amendments. 

International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) Codes: 
• Code for the Construction and 
Equipment of Ships Carrying 
Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk 
(BCH Code) 
• International Code for the 
Construction and Equipment 
of Ships Carrying Dangerous 
Chemicals in Bulk (IBC Code) 
• Fire Safety Systems (FSS) 
Code 
• Life-Saving Appliance (LSA)  
Code 
 

International Labour 
Organisation (ILO): 
• Maritime Labour Convention 
(MLC) 2006 
• Other Conventions 
• Protocols 
• Guidelines 

European Union (EU): 
• Regulations 
• Directives 
• Amending Legislation 

 

Professional 

With a professional subscription to Regs4ships Digital Maritime Regulations, you get access to the 
content from the page above, plus an extensive archive of legislation and documentation, which is 
all interlinked.  You also get access to the following list of additional IMO material: 

Conventions: 
• Convention on Limitation of Liability for Maritime 
Claims, 1976 
• Convention on the International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972 
• Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe 
and Environmentally Sound Recycling Of Ships, 2009 
• International Convention for the Control and 
Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments 
• International Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker 

Resolutions 
• Assembly (A) 
• Marine Environmental Protection Committee 
(MEPC) 
• Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) 
• Technical Co-operation Committee (TC) 
• Facilitation of International Maritime Traffic (FAL) 
Circulars: 
• Ballast Water Management (BWM) 
• Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) 



Oil Pollution Damage, 2001 
• International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil 
Pollution Damage, 1992 
• International Convention on Liability and 
Compensation for Damage in Connection with the 
carriage of Hazardous and Noxious Substances by Sea, 
2010 
• International Convention on the Control of Harmful 
Anti-Fouling Systems on Ships, 2001 
• International Convention on Tonnage Measurement 
of Ships, 1969 
• Nairobi International Convention on the Removal of 
Wrecks, 2007 
• International Convention on Load Lines, 1966, as 
modified by the 1988 Protocol relating thereto, as 
amended 
• Athens Convention relating to the Carriage of 
Passengers and their Luggage by Sea 1974  
• Torremolinos International Convention for the 
Safety of Fishing Vessels 1995 
• Protocol of 1996 to amend the 1976 Convention on 
Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims 
• The Protocol on Preparedness, Response and 
Cooperation to Pollution Incidents by Hazardous 
and Noxious Substances, 2000  
• International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Fishing 
Vessel Personnel 
• International Convention on Salvage, 1989 
• Convention on Facilitation of International Maritime 
Traffic 
• International Convention on Maritime Search and 
Rescue 

• Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) 
• Combined MSC and MEPC (MSC-MEPC) 
• Safety of Navigation (SN) 
• Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping  
(STCW) 
• Maritime Search and Rescue (SAR) 
• Facilitation of International Maritime Traffic (FAL) 
• Safety of Life at Sea (SLS)  
Forthcoming Amendments: 
• Codes 
• MARPOL 
• SOLAS 
• STCW 
• Other Conventions 
 

 

Codes: 

• Code for Existing Ships Carrying Liquefied Gases in Bulk (EGC - Gas Code 1975) 

• Code for Recognized Organizations (RO Code) 

• Code for the Construction and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units, 1979 (MODU Code 1979) 

• Code for the Construction and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units, 1989 (MODU Code 1989) 

• Code for the Construction and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units, 2009 (MODU Code 2009) 

• Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk (BCH Code) 

• Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Liquefied Gases in Bulk (GC Code 1983) 

• Code of Practice for Packing of Cargo Transport Units (CTU Code) 

• Code of Practice for the Investigation of Crimes of Piracy and Armed Robbery Against Ships 

• Code of Practice for the Safe Loading and Unloading of Bulk Carriers (BLU Code and Manual) 



• Code of Safe Practice for Cargo Stowage and Securing (CSS Code) 

• Code of Safe Practice for Ships Carrying Timber Deck Cargoes, 2011 (TDC Code) 

• Code of Safe Practice for the Carriage of Cargoes and Persons by Offshore Supply Vessels (OSV Code) 

• Code of Safety for Diving Systems, 1995 

• Code of Safety for Dynamically Supported Craft (DSC Code) 

• Code of Safety for Special Purpose Ships, 2008 (SPS Code) 

• Code of the International Standards and Recommended Practices for a Safety Investigation into a Marine 
Casualty or Marine Incident (Casualty Investigation Code) 

• Code on Alerts and Indicators, 2009 

• Code on Noise Levels on Board Ships (Noise Code 2014) 

• IMO Instruments Implementation Code (III Code) 

• International Code for Application of Fire Test Procedures, 2010 (FTP Code 2010) 

• International Code for Fire Safety Systems (FSS Code) 

• International Code for Ships Operating in Polar Waters (Polar Code) 

• International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk (IBC 
Code) 

• International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Liquefied Gases in Bulk (IGC Code) 

• International Code for the Safe Carriage of Grain in Bulk (International Grain Code) 

• International Code for the Safe Carriage of Packaged Irradiated Nuclear Fuel, Plutonium and High-Level 
Radioactive Wastes on Board Ships (INF Code) 

• International Code of Safety for High-Speed Craft, 1994 (HSC Code 1994) 

• International Code of Safety for High-Speed Craft, 2000 (HSC Code 2000) 

• International Code on Intact Stability, 2008 (IS Code) 

• International Code on the Enhanced Programme of Inspections during Surveys of Bulk Carriers and Oil  

Tankers, 2011 (ESP Code 2011) 

• International Life-Saving Appliances Code (LSA Code) 

• International Maritime Dangerous Goods (IMDG) Code 

• International Maritime Solid Bulk Cargoes Code (IMSBC Code) 

• International Safety Management Code (ISM Code) 

• International Ship and Port Security Code (ISPS Code) 



• NOx Technical Code, 2008 (NTC 2008) 

• STCW 

• STCW Manila 2010 

Miscellaneous: 

Brazilian Maritime Standards: 

•  NORMAM 01/DPC - Vessels Employed in Open Sea Navigation 

•  NORMAM 03/DPC - Maritime Authority Standards for Amateurs, Sports and/or Recreational Vessels 
and for the Registration and Operation of Marinas, Clubs and Nautical Sports Entities 

•  NORMAM 04/DPC - Maritime Authority Standards for the Operation of Foreign-Flagged Vessels in 
Brazilian Jurisdictional Waters 

•  NORMAM 07/DPC - Activities of Naval Inspection 

•  NORMAM 08/DPC - Maritime Authority Standards for the Traffic and Permanence of Vessels in 
Brazilian Jurisdictional Waters 

•  NORMAM 09/DPC - Maritime Authority Standards for Administrative Inquiries on Casualties and 
Facts of Navigation (IAFN) and for the Investigation about Safety of Maritime Casualties and Incidents (ISAIM) 

•  NORMAM 12/DPC - The Pilotage Service  

•  NORMAM 20/DPC - The Management of Ballast Water of Ships 

Offshore Marine Operation Guidelines 

•  Guidelines for Offshore Marine Operations 

•  Guidelines for Offshore Marine Operations - United Kingdom Continental Shelf Supplement 

•  International Guidelines for the Safe Operation of Dynamically Positioned Offshore Supply Vessels  

Section 5 - SUBSCRIPTION LEVELS 

As you navigate through the site you may come across this page. 
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This warning is to tell you that you are attempting to access a part of the website that does not fall 
within you particular subscription.   

1. Should you require access to this particular section of the website you can upgrade 
your subscription by contacting our support team via the contact us button at the 
top right-hand side of the page or clicking on the ‘Upgrade’ link on the page.  

2.  Alternatively, if you do not want to subscribe you can click your browser ‘back’ 
button or the ‘back’ link on the page. 

 

Section 6 - ASK US MORE 

If you are still unable to find what you are looking for or if you have a question about navigating the 
site please use the contact us link situated at the top right-hand side of any page. 

 

This will take you to an enquiry form. 



 


